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The sensitive and current topic of student housing is especially important to us because the specific 
demand is high and there are only a few answers to it.

To work on this topic, we chose a plot of 50’ width (façade on the street) by 100’ depth. Similar to the 
Townhouses’ project, we chose this format because it is common in South Central, around the Univer-
sity of Houston and other neighboring universities.

On the 20’ recess on the street, we can build four parking spaces, including one for people with disabi-
lities, and a pedestrian access to the housing structure.

Sixteen containers of 40’ High Cube welcome thirteen students, their outbuildings, and a plant room. A 
vertical container of 40’ High Cube contains the stairs from which walkways stem to give access to the 
individual lodgings.

At level 1, there is a container for a bike room and a common area laundry room. There is also a contai-
ner for a multipurpose room (co-working, meetings, and parties). Three containers, one for each stu-
dent apartment, including one for a disabled person, complete level 1. At the levels 2 and 3, one can find 
five studios per level. At level 4, a container of 40’ is dedicated for the technical room and a common 
patio area.

A student studio in one container of 40’ (320 sq. ft.) is made up of a relaxing space, a small kitchen with 
a counter and all the household equipment, a complete bathroom, closet and bedroom with a bed and 
desk.











Claude  YACOUB
Architect DESA, France

Born in Martinique, France (1962), lived most of his life in Fort-de-France and Paris, as well as in Damas. Lives in 
Houston since 2020.

Architect, graduated from the École Spéciale d’Architecture (ESA), Paris (1989). He also holds a Master in sustai-
nable development from the same architecture school ESA (2008) and a Ph.D. in Information Science and Com-
munication from Université Paris 8 (2011).

Strong with a 30-year experience as an independent architect in France, he has completed many projects in the 
fields of architecture, urbanism, design, and artistic structures.
Simultaneously, he has been teaching for 25 years: architecture, urbanism, design, and fine arts (Paris, Fort-de-
France, Damas and Montréal).

As an associate researcher at the Citu-Paragraphe laboratory, Université Paris 8, he has published numerous 
scientific publications (personal articles and co-directed publications) and participated in international confe-
rences.

Moreover, he is strongly involved in the associative field with the creation of a popular university, which has wor-
ked to train architects and engineers on the topics of rebuilding after natural disasters and conflicts.
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